“I tried to help my husband cope, but things got worse. My daughter
didn’t feel safe anymore. She was 8 years old when she came to my
work to tell me what had happened... she was scared. | knew then that
we had to leave our home. | had no place to go. | had no family here.”

- Sophia*, mother of two and former client

»HIGHER GROUN

Where housing, safety and hope come together in the Bow Valley
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"Don't wait until he kills you - this is what was said to me."
- Sophia

When the challenges become too much to bear alone...
When you are no longer safe at home...

When the waters rise...

Look to Higher Ground.

With your support, Higher Ground will be a safe place for all, including women and their
children, to find shelter and support programs in Canmore and region. The $82.5 million
initiative brings together all levels of government and acommunity of donors like you.
Integrated into a vibrant, mixed-use neighbourhood with accessible housing, local
businesses and amenities with strong ecological protections, Higher Ground is led by
YWCA Banff and in Phase One integrates:

» 14 Dedicated, year-round, Emergency Shelter units
» 106 Transitional and Affordable Housing Units

» 24/7 Crisis Support, Counselling, Safety Planning
and other community-serving spaces



Over the past five
years, YWCA Banff

crisis calls increased by

2567

In 2025 Canmore and
Banff both reported a

Domestic violence happens in every community.

Together, we can offer a true response in the Bow Valley. vacancy rate
One that provides not only the space to heal but the

programs and transitional housing options to support

people as they move through their lives.

Canmore currently has no domestic violence shelter
or support programs and lacks transitional and By 2030, Canmore
affordable housing. will have a shortfall of

Sophiais like so many of the mothers who reach out to

us; they simply have no place to go to be safe and to

receive support, for themselves, and their children. housing units
With your investment, Higher Ground will be that place

for women like Sophia.

- Ebony Rempel,
YWCA Banff CEO

Monthly housing
costs have increased
since 2006 by

in Canmore

03 ﬁ *37% higher than the Alberta average



We are delighted to share that we
have already received significant
investment from the Government of
Alberta and Town of Canmore, along
with generous donors from the
community. Now we need you.

Canmore s a core part of one
interconnected Bow Valley
community. And, as our community
grows, new and escalating needs

emerge - particularly the need for Proposed Campaign Funding
safe spaces and secure housing. Overview as of August 2026
With your support, we will deliver Contﬁgdt'on
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safe healing spaces, housing, and Municipal (confirmed) ——
programs for women and their Contribuion A e s e Contribution

. (confirmed)
children throughout the Bow Valley $10,000,000 3‘32°0r"1g0“,“;00

in one transformational facility.

-Karen Thomson,
YWCA Banff Board Chair

Debt
Financing
(asked)
$14,800,000

Note that the total project’s capital campaign
target is approximately $200 million, with

Phase One valued at approximately $82.5 million. Federal

+ Contribution
(asked)

Subsequent phases will potentially add housing, $16.820.000

commercial and community spaces, and a
permanent well-being hub as funding allows.
We project to add 350 housing units to our

region upon completion of all phases. Commuty

Philanthropy
(underway)
$17,148,472
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Phase One Schedule

May 2025 Jan 2026 Apr 2026 The time
e Municipal  Pre-application e Building Permit togive
Funding for Provincial & (Foundations) is now!
Confirmed Federal Funding » Provincial Funding
Conflrmed
Oct 2025 Feb 2026 June 2026
 Project Team » Development « Design
Onboarded Permit Complete

» Design Start

Once funding is in place construction will begin.
The build will take 18-22 months to complete.

Now we must secure the remaining funding
in order for construction to begin.
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Ovur Impact,

at a Glance




Whether the Bow Valley is
your home for a season or for a lifetime;
it must be safe, it must be supportive.

Thank you to the donors who give to YWCA Banff. Without your support, | don’t know where | would be,
and itis not just me, there are three of us, me and my two kids - you have provided an opportunity for us to
live a normal life and to continue to be part of this community.

- Sophia




Today, Sophia is safe, in her own
home, with her two children. They
are thriving. She gives back to the

community by volunteering with
YWCA Banff, creating community
and connections for other women.

She shared her story to show the
impact of YWCA Banff on her life
and what donors can help make
possible: creating spaces and
programs for moms and their kids
to be safe, to heal, and to be part
of our Bow Valley community.

For the latest news To learn more and to discuss your
and how to contribute: involvement, please contact:
Ebony Rempel Salina McNamara
Chief Executive Officer Director of Philanthropy
403-497-6785 403-996-2997
ebony@ywcabanff.ca salina@ywecabanff.ca

102 Spray Ave, Box 520, Banff, AB TIL 1A6
Registered Charity Number: 89633 1485 RRO0O0T1

Together, we can provide shelter, housing and supportive
programs in Canmore for women and their children.

Together, we can get to Higher Ground.

YWCA Banff is located on the traditional

territories of the lyarhe Nakoda Nations (Chiniki,
Bearspaw, Goodstoney), the Blackfoot Confederacy
(Siksika, Kainai, Piikani), the Tsuut’ina Nation, the

Ktunaxa, Secwépemc, Dene, Mountain Cree and

Métis Nation of Alberta District 4 within the Battle
River Territory. We honour these lands and the enduring
relationships Indigenous peoples hold with them, and
acknowledge our responsibility to learn, listen and build
relationships grounded in respect and care.
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