


Land Acknowledgement 

The Stoney Nakoda are the original "peoples of 
the mountains" known in their language as the 
lyarhe Nakoda. The lyarhe Nakoda were forcibly 
displaced from their ancestral lands within Banff 
National Park during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. This expulsion was a result of the 
Canadian government's colonial policies, which 
prioritized the interests of settlers and the 
expansion of the national park system over the 
rights and well-being of Indigenous peoples. The 
lyarhe Nakoda, like other Indigenous communi­
ties across Canada, faced relentless pressure to 
abandon their traditional ways of life and were 
subjected to relocation, severing their deep-root­
ed connection to this land and disrupting their 
cultural practices. 

Red Dress Day underscores the ongoing impacts 
of colonialism on Indigenous peoples and high­
lights the ongoing struggle for recognition, 
justice, and reconciliation. 

girls have gone missing or been murdered-1,017 
Indigenous women and girls went missing or 
were murdered from 1980-2012. Due to policy 
and government reporting gaps, officials have 
acknowledged the actual number may be far 
higher. According to Indigenous activists, the 
number is closer to 4,000 (Amnesty Internation­
al, 2021 ). Statistics specific to two-spirit people 
have not been collected. 

Decades of government and law enforcement 
inaction to end the violence has deepened crisis. 
For over three decades, grassroots Indigenous 
women activists have marched in the streets, 
walked across Canada, held vigils, and taken 
other actions to draw attention to the scope 
and scale of the violence and call on govern­
ments to take action. 

In 2019, the National Inquiry into Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 
(MMIWG), released a report: Reclaiming Power 
and Place: The Final Report of the National 
Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls. This report was created 
through two years of public hearings and 
evidence gathering across the country and 
shares the truths of more than 2,380 family 
members, survivors, experts and Knowledge 
Keepers. 

The report reveals that the root cause of Cana­
da's staggering rates of violence against Indige­
nous women, girls and two-spirt people is 
caused by the persistent and deliberate viola­
tion and abuse of the rights of Indigenous 
peoples. The report calls for transformative legal 
and social changes to address and resolve the 
growing crisis across the country. 

Ending violence against Indigenous women, 
girls, and two-spirit people is connected to 
Indigenous sovereignty, transforming the child 
welfare system, food and water security, 
adequate housing, over-policing, and many 
other issues. The UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples provides some insight 
into the interconnectedness of Indigenous lives, 
experiences, and human rights. 


